
 
How

 The Book of M
orm

on Cam
e to Pass 

©
 2024 Lars Pauling Nielsen. All rights reserved. 
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Solomon 
Spalding
b. 1761, d. 1816
- Lived to entertain friends and
neighbors, especially in his
temperance tavern (firesides)

- Commentary on cyclical nature
of the human condition

- Many failed businesses
- Slow health decline
- Extra money for his widow
and daughter after his death

- Former minister, atheist

Sidney Rigdon
- Low-point of his life
- Excommunicated from the
Baptist organization

- Dissatisfied with his life
as a tanner and currier

- Desperate to restore/reveal 
lost doctrine and scripture

- Prolonged toxic exposures
- Traumatic head injury
- Induces visions through 
fasting, prayer, herbs

- Feels called to be a 
prophet
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R3a
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Joseph Smith
- Treasure hunter, magician, scryer, 

necromancer, conjurer, con man.
- Released on leg bail for glass looking
and performing confidence tricks

- Uneducated, afraid of prison and ending 
up like Luman Walters; needs an actual 
profession and reputation makeover

- Wants to be a true seer; finding Rigdon’s 
plates is a chance for redemption

- Desperate to keep his nuclear family
together after Alvin’s death

- Substance/emotional abuse (alcohol, 
entheogens, spiritual pressure)
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1813 Hair-
covered 

trunk
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Apocrypha

Lost Ten Tribes Theories

Mound-builder Mythology

Dartmouth Lectures

The Late War

Homer, Virgil, Cicero, Xenophon, etc.

Restorationism

A Magical Worldview

The Second Great Awakening

View of the Hebrews

David Ramsay

King James BibleQur'an

Hebraisms

The Wonders of Nature

The Golden Pot

The Adventures of Captain Kidd

Hurlbut Howe LL Rice Oberlin 
College

Royal Arch Masonry

John Spencer

(destroyed?)

1817: Amity, PA
1817–1819: Onandaga, NY 
1819–1835: Hartwick, NY

Necromancy

(milieu and family history of divination,  

scrying, peeping, seer stones)

Passing counterfeit bills

Manuscripts
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Jarom, Omni
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Lost 
116 
Pages
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Manuscripts

FP/NP 1815

all 1816
Rough drafts and the
C text are returned
to the widow.

polished drafts
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liquidation of bookshop
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1824–1827
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1826–1828
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1828–Mar 1829

Mar 30, 1829–
May 9, 1829

Spalding dies. 
Widow seeks
to publish.
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May 10, 1829–
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Athanasius Kircher

Mercy Otis Warren

Cotton Mather

Jonathan Edwards

George Whitefield

Professor John Smith
1828
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